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INTRODUCTION TO 

SOCIAL RESEARCH 

SECOND EDITION 

EDITED BY JOHN T. DOBY 

sound understanding — from the start — in the methods of research: 
this, in brief, is the aim of this new introductory textbook for under¬ 
graduates in the social and psychological sciences. 

As Professor John T. Doby points out, high school and college cur¬ 
ricula have put a premium on the findings of science, yet how the findings 
are obtained is a question left largely unanswered. In Introduction to 
Social Research he and his co-authors help the scientist-to-be acquire the 
skill to master existing research methods and, in time, to create new 
techniques and strategies as research difficulties demand them. 

The Second Edition represents a thorough revision and expansion of 
the original 1954 text. Five new chapters have been added. Found here, 
but not in the earlier edition, are chapters on elementary logic, principles 
of experimentation, evaluation research, and research administration, 
while the material on constructive typology has been expanded from one 
chapter to two. Chapters on the logic and philosophy of science, concepts 
and theories, explanation and prediction are presented before those deal¬ 
ing with specific methods and techniques in order to emphasize that the 
goal of science is to solve substantive research problems. Logic and 
methodology are seen as important means to an end, namely, that of 
scientific explanation. 


May 1967 / 400 pages / Illustrated / $7.00 (tent.) 
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ROAD TO SUSPICION 

GUNTER W. REMMLING 


ROAD TO SUSPICION 

A STUDY OF MODERN MENTALITY 
AND THE SOCIOLOGY OF KNOWLEDGE 


This outstanding work presents, for the first time, a sys¬ 
tematic study of the sociology of knowledge. It investigates 
the growth of phenomena that have come to occupy a cen¬ 
tral place in the crisis of our time — doubt and suspicion. 

As an intellectual history of western ideas the volume traces 
first the slow but steady growth of doubt in the ability of 
man to know the truth about reality — an epistemological 
problem that is illustrated by the opinions of the Greek 
Sophists, Francis Bacon, Hume, Locke, Kant, Rickert, Win- 
delband, Dilthey, and Husserl. Suspicion, on the other hand 

— as the author shows — develops with Machiavelli and 
the philosophers of the French Enlightenment, who begin 
to suspect that the holders of political, economic, and reli¬ 
gious power deliberately foster a false impression of reality 
in order to control the masses. Here the combination of the 
epistemological problem with the political is shown to lead 
to the radical critiques of intellectual and social reality of 
Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud. 

In three parts, the book offers a critical and illuminating 
analysis of contemporary intellectual and social life, where 
doubt and suspicion have reached their dangerous climax 

— destroying the notion of universally valid, timeless truths 
and blocking all meaningful communication between men. 
The text then follows with a description of the sociology of 
knowledge from its inception at the turn of the century to 
the present, returning finally to the problems that influ¬ 
enced the historical background for the sociology of knowl¬ 
edge and the modern mentality. Briefly, the sociology of 
knowledge is seen here as the end-product of a long chain 
of developments in intellectual and social history, or — 
differently worded — as the growth of doubt and suspi¬ 
cion. Used as a basic or supplementary text on the ad¬ 
vanced undergraduate or graduate level, the volume offers 
the college student an enlightened understanding of the 
sociology of knowledge and its connection with contem¬ 
porary life. 
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THREE 


PARTS 
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from the INTRODUCTION 

Sociological analysis of religion in America poses problems not present in 
other societies. Religious forms are diversified. Multiple value systems are 
often in conflict. Variables of class, education, income, race, and interest com¬ 
pound investigation. The severe fragmentation of religious groups and the rise 
of diverse sects has made a monolithic analysis of religion impossible. The field 
is too vast, variables too many, and social change too sweeping to allow easy 
definition and generalization. 

Six inclusive articles basic to an understanding of religion in America are 
presented in Part I, The Current State of Religion and the Sociology of Reli¬ 
gion. Although they are largely descriptive and analytical, they identify some 
of the problems, aims, and approaches of the sociologist of religion. Sydney 
Ahlstrom presents an analysis of the major themes common in present-day 
religion. He identifies the changes that have occurred in religion since the 
turn of the century and the relationship of these changes to current religious 
practice. Liston Pope traces the history of the Negro American and the rise of 
the Negro church. In doing so, he discusses the religious basis of Negro lead¬ 
ership in the immediate Civil Rights struggle. J. Milton Yinger analyzes the 
status and content of the sociology of religion. He defines the basic processes 
of scientific research and notes the central problems of the social scientist. Al¬ 
though such a study offers major theoretical and methodological problems, 
Yinger suggests areas of investigation and hypotheses for future research, set¬ 
ting forth the scope of modern sociological investigation. Glenn Vernon offers 
an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the direct and indirect ap¬ 
proaches to religious investigation. He makes clear that the value of any 
research depends upon adequate research design and methodology. Gibson 
Winter discusses two current major sociological volumes on religion and con¬ 
trasts their findings in an attempt to ascertain tenable interpretations of 
seemingly contradictory research and analysis. Winter notes that diversity of 
findings may lead to a unity of understanding if findings are interpreted with 
the necessary precision and within the context of a research design. William 
Petersen identifies the data-gathering problems that hinder research in 
American religion. Although the focus of his article centers upon the need 
for a national census, his writing gives insight into the diversity and some of 
the problems of religion at the present time. 
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